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WILLOWS PARK PRESERVE
Learning, Exploring, 
Celebrating and 
Connecting: The Softer 
Side of the Willows 
Mansion Restoration

The fascinating history of the Willows 
Mansion, located in the Willows Park in 
Radnor Township, and the unflagging 
efforts of the Willows Park Preserve (WPP) 
to restore the long-shuttered building to its 
former grandeur, have already been 
described in these pages (see The Radnor 
News, Winter 2022). The bricks and mortar 
restoration of the Mansion is exciting news, 
but equally exciting is the “software 
upgrade” taking place at this much-revered 
landmark: creating community connections 
by offering a wide range of programs, 
lectures, workshops, performances and 
other events that can be enjoyed by 
community members of all ages.

Consider the programs and events that the 
WPP has offered to date: 

A family-friendly, outdoor Concerts in the 
Courtyard series featuring talented local 
musicians offering a variety of musical 
experiences, including pop tunes, classic 
rock, chamber music and soft jazz.  One 
of the more popular performances in 
this series last year featured the Radnor 
High School Orchestra which delighted 
the audience with a program entitled 
“Starry, Starry Night.” The popular 
concert series will continue this year, 
from April through October, with the 
return of several crowd favorites and 
some new.

A series of virtual presentations on the 
stories “behind the walls” of several local 
historical homes, including Chanticleer, 
Launfal (now the Academy of Notre 
Dame de Namur Woodcrest (now 
Cabrini University) and, of course, the 
Willows Mansion.

A two-part series on how to start your 
own vegetable garden presented in 
collaboration with the Skunk Hollow 
Community Garden.

), 

A youth clinic on fishing at the Willows 
Pond.

A virtual presentation on the spring 
wildflowers of the Willows and Skunk 
Hollow.

A young writers' workshop.

Tours of the Willows Arboretum.  (Did 
you know that the Willows Park is a 
Certified Level I Arboretum, thanks to 
the efforts of the WPP?) 

A holiday open house with hot 
chocolate, snacks, a kids' craft and 
socializing around a fire pit in the 
courtyard.

thComing on April 24  of this year is the 
debut of what the WPP hopes will be an 
annual event at the Mansion: Wellness at 
the Willows, a free, day-long event 
featuring, among other things, classes on 
yoga, mindfulness, stretching and exercise; 
lectures and demonstrations on healthy 
eating; a presentation by the Rodale 
Institute on the soil/human connection; a 
talk by Penn Medicine about promoting a 
healthy body image; a tour of Skunk 
Hollow Community Garden with pointers 
on growing your own vegetables; a 
restorative hike along the Skunk Hollow 
trails; a “bar-less barre” class; and display 
tables offering information on a variety of 
health and wellness matters.

Speaking of the monthly newsletter, in 
addition to listing upcoming programs and 
events it contains an update on renovation 
activities at the Mansion and an interesting 
“Did you Know?” item on the history of the 
Mansion. The newsletter also features an 
engaging and informative article on nature 
at the Willows. Past articles have described 
the birds who make their homes in the 
park, seasonally or year-round; the fish and 
amphibians that live in the Willows Pond; 
the native trees and wildflowers that grow 
in the park; and other natural phenomena 
that can be observed around the Mansion. 
Readers of past issues now know the state 
tree and state fish of Pennsylvania (Eastern 
hemlock and brook trout); how fish, frogs 
and turtles survive in an ice-covered pond 
(torpor and brumation); which tree at the 
Willows has “knees” (bald cypress); how to 
handle a snapping turtle (Don't!); and how 
the dandelion got its name (from the 
French “dent de lion” - tooth of the lion). 
To subscribe to the newsletter visit the 
WPP's website.

What about weddings, graduation parties 
and other private events like those held at 
the Willows Mansion for so many years 
before it was shuttered?  Don't worry  
private events, from glamourous birthday 
parties to dignified celebrations of life are 
back again, now with increased outdoor 
tented space on the Mansion's beautiful 
terraces overlooking the scenic park and 
pond. To book the Mansion for a private 
event visit the WPP website at 

.

The epigraph of E. M. Forster's famous 
novel about human relationships, Howards 
End, consists of two words: Only connect. 
The WPP is all about creating community 
connections through learning, exploring, 
socializing, celebrating and sharing 
experiences at a grand old house, Radnor's 
home.

www.willowsparkpreserve.org/private-
events/

In addition to the Wellness at the Willows 
event, WPP plans to present additional 
virtual presentations and live classes, 
workshops and events on various topics in 
the coming months, as well as seasonal 
and holiday-related events. A listing and 
description of upcoming programs and 
events can be found on the WPP's website, 
www.willowspark preserve.org, and in the 
WPP's online monthly newsletter. If you would like to host your next 

event at the WPP,
register for a program,
learn about volunteer 

opportunities,
provide financial support, or 

simply to learn more about the 
WPP, please visit our website: 

www.willowsparkpreserve.org or 
email us at: 

info@willowsparkpreserve.org
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